
DEFINITIONS OF SKILLED LABOR POSITIONS FROM THE 17TH-CENTURY 
 

boate-wright a person who builds or repairs small boats 
 

brick layer a person skilled in constructing brick buildings 
 

brick-maker a person who makes bricks 
 

carpenter a person who was skilled in building with wood 
 

cooper a person skilled in making his living fishing 
 

cutler a person skilled in making and repairing knives 
 

fisherman a person who makes his living fishing 
 

joyner (joiner) a person skilled in fine carpentry such as building 
cabinets or furniture 
 

leatherdresser a person who turns animal hides into leather 
 

mason a person who works with stone and brick 
 

miller a person who works in a mill such as a grain mill 
 

mill-wright a person who builds and repairs mills 
 

potter a person who makes pottery out of clay 
 

sawyer a person who is employed to saw wood planks from 
logs 
 

ship-wright a master craftsman who builds and repairs ships 
 

smith a person who works with and repairs things made of 
metal such as a blacksmith who works with iron or a 
tinsmith who works with tin 
 

turner a person who operates a woodworking tool which can 
shape pieces of wood 
 

wheele-wright a person who makes and repairs wheels for wagons, 
carts, etc. 
 

woodworder a person who makes things of wood 
 


